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HABITAT..

- Lives in northern forests and swamps
- Likes mixed forest and grasslands but
adapts easily and can be found in areas
with lots of people.
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FACTS about the Moose... .
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. - The moose is the largest member of the }
. deer family. [
* - Males are called bulls; females are cows {
= and the young are called calves. . !
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« - The antlers of the bulls may stretch more
- than 1.52 metres (5 ft.) across and weigh

- up to 38 kg (85 Ibs.)

. - Bulls shed their antlers every year in the
. winter and grow new, larger ones in the

- Length - 1.83-2.74 metres (6-9 ft.)

- Height - 2.13-2.44 m (7-8ft.)

- Tail - about 18 cm (7inches) long

- Weight - 315-635 kg (700-1400 Ibs.)
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* - Antlers grow under a layer of living skin R e — ]
= called “velvet”, which peels off each year. = ‘ ‘ The moose isa HERBIVORE. Tt sats
. - Their long legs help them to move o W s vid ahtis
. through deep snow. . | - ) o
. - Moose sometimes dive 5.5 metres (18 ft.) [ ——— — -
or more for plants growing on a lake or e —
= pond bottom. » “7 \% 5, ey :’:TZ
= - The life expectancy of a moose is about 8§ = ”Buu Mol et Bt %‘%1 e
to 25 years. : e - [N
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Draw a background showing the moose’s habitat.
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DID YOU KNOW...

1. The word moose comes from the Proto-Algonquian word “mooswa®, which means “the
animal that strips bark off of trees.

2. A hair-covered piece of skin called a bell, sometimes reaching 60 cm (2 ft.), hangs under
the throat.

3. Around 1700, the Swedish cavalry experimented with moose as “combat vehicles”. The
animals have better stamina and terrain mobility than horses and were expected to terrify
enemy forces who probably had never seen a moose. They were very good animals to ride
and could be trained just as well as horses in all respects but one. The moose is a smart
animal and the trainers could never get them to quit running away from the loud noises of
the guns and weapons!
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g Challenge find five (5) Canadian places that have the word “moose” in them. ;{
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